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The constitution and by-laws almost every medical society contains 
sentiments similar the following quoted from the Constitution the Illinois 
State Medical Society: 


into one compact organization the entire medical profession, 
extend medical education and secure the enactment and 
enforcement just medical laws; and enlighten and direct 
public opinion regard the great problems state medicine, 
that the profession shall become more capable and honorable within 
itself and more useful the public the prevention and cure 
disease and prolonging and adding comfort life.’’ 


This seems conservative statement the scope medical organiza- 
tions, national, state and county. While the medical library not specifically 
mentioned, certainly there inference. The time has come when the 
library must recognized integral part our educational system and the 
time will come when the medical library must have place the medical 
organization every community. more reasonable have medical 
college without medical library than should have medical, organization 
without medical library. speaking now local organizations; those 
organizations which represent the medical life the community, not those 
organizations which bring together elements from several more less widely 
separated communities. 

Medical education never completed. Those who took their degree 
medicine twenty years ago are entirely out the race they have not continued 
students medical progress. true doctor must always earnest student. 
Each day and each case brings him problems about which wishes consult 
the experiences others. These finds his medical books and his medical 
journals. Only occasionally compared with the number problems 
present themselves for solution does have the privilege consultation with 
colleague superior training. 

There are two kinds medical libraries. The first the great city library 
where the authors and teachers consult the history well the progress 
medicine and the second the small practical working library for the busy 
practitioner. take that this association must represent both. What have 
say will confined entirely the latter. Asa busy practical worker the care 
and the treatment the sick and suffering, forced constantly seek the 
and best methods diagnosis and treatment for the cases they present 
themselves. For this reason need medical society and need medical 
library, but need more library than can personally afford. require 
access more medical can personally subscribe Consequently, 
some plan must devised which can have access greater range books 


and journals. seems that this plan must the organization county 
society local society medical library. fact there are many such libraries 
already existence, and there crying need for more. meet men almost 
every week who are casting about for some way which establish co- 
operative library plan their respective communities. has been said that the 
medical society the post graduate medical school the active busy practitioner. 
Granting that this true, must equip this school with library. 

order fully appreciate the difficulties and urgent necessities the 
problem, necessary understand something the condition medical 
education the United States. should realize that three four doctors are 
seeking business where only one required and that least half these 
men have received very inferior medical education, and are poorly equipped for 
their life work. They have not received the most important thing which liberal 
education gives man, namely; the ability study and read understandingly. 
Without high standards medical education; and thoroughly 
educated the fundamentals education well principles medicine, 
cannot expect serve the public these larger capacities, demanded 
great humanitarian and liberal profession. 

should especially consider medical education from the standpoint 
the patient. are passing through period unparalleled advance 
medicine. Hygiene, quarentine and sanitary science have become fixed elements 
personal, civic and national life. methods have been adapted 
the accurate diagnosis and scientific treatment one disease after another 
rapid succession, and rational methods treatment have changed what was 
formerly mass empiricism into science.’’ Each year has brought more and 
more exact methods diagnosis and treatment until today medicine may 
justly claim place among the sciences. The practical application the known 
facts modern medicine efficient national, state, and local boards health 
would save the country thousands lives and millions dollars each year. 
The public actively and vitally interested these questions and instinctively 
desires avail itself the best and surest means protection and 
not surprising that the public could not distinguish between empiricism and 
quackery, but progressive medicine does its duty educating the public, there 
reason why the future scientific medicine should confused with either 
empiricism quackery. ‘This requires the services 
capable keeping abreast medical progress, and supplied with ready access 
the latest and best diagnosis, treatment and the prevention 

The county city medical society properly conducted, God send 
many such graduates. should and most cases is, the post graduate 
school which they repair some extent the deficiences and wasted opportuni- 
ties commercial medical college life. Every such society must have access 
practical working library with some the best medical journals, and the latest 
medical books its tables and shelves. possible, such libraries should 
charge some one with library training, and capable and willing assist the 
members finding the material which will assist them keeping with the 
times, and applying the diagnosis and treatment their case, the best methods. 

1908 had the privilege reading paper before this society which 
told the story the library the county medical society own town. 
have only about 20,000 people and are situated 100 miles from St. Louis and 
200 miles from Chicago. Consequently, not liave ready access any great 


medical library and have had provide well can for our own needs. 
Since 1905 have been carrying co-operative plan. 

believe the library for use and not simply room archives. The 
object those subscribing the original fund was make the library benefit 
the members the profession their daily work and thereby bring speedier, 
surer and more perfect relief the sick and suffering. age rapid 
and radical advancement medicine and has been the purpose this society 
make the library aid each member. have tried measure the success 
the library the practical use which made from week week. have 
had little difficulty securing the necessary funds carry the library 
and the fifth year now progress. 

The library subscribes for twenty-eight the leading periodicals follows: 


Illinois Medical Journal 

Journal the American Medical Association 
New York Medical Record 

New York Medical Journal 

Boston Medical and Surgical Journal 
London Lancet 

British Medical Journal 

Edinburgh Medical Journal 

American Journal the Medical Sciences 
Archives Internal Medicine 

Johns Hopkins Bulletin 

Therapeutic Gazette 

Annals Surgery 

Surgery, Gynecology and Obstetrics 
Archives Pedeatrics 

American Journal Insanity 

Journal Nervous and Mental Diseases 
Brain 

Archives Ophthalmology 

Annals Ophthalmology 

Ophthalmic Record 

American Record Ophthalmology 
Ophthalmology 

Archives Otology 

Annals Otology 

Journal Laryngology 

Laryngoscope 

believe that this list contains majority the really valuable journals 
published the English language and used, will keep our members well posted 
the progress medicine. original articles and clinical notes each are 
indexed soon the journal arrives the library. There little medical 
progress which will not accessible the members our society for the asking. 

make the regular duty the librarian get the subjects for the 
various medical meetings early possible and send copy the list 
references the leader whether asks for not. She also posts copy 
the list the library and other copies are posted conspicuous places each 
our hospitats. member can plead ignorance the subject. 

The above plan use our library for nearly five years has worked 
well that have offered the facilities the librarian other medical societies 
and several have availed themselves the offer. Most the newer public 
libraries have graduate librarians charge. Where this true the medical 
society should secure place for its library, well for the meetings the 
public library building. 


not contend for moment that our plan the best plan that can 
devised; simply better than plan and has been adopted number 
county societies, There reason why every community thirty more 
physicians should not have medical library. reason why they should 
not have access twenty thirty the leading journals. Such plan 
economy. each one thirty physicians will subscribe for one medical journal, 
all will have access thirty journals. same can said books. thirty 
men will each subscribe year for books, they will soon build practical 
working library from which each will get immensely more benefit return for 
his contribution. addition this they will make these and journals 
the property the county medical society and put them the public library 
charge the trained librarian found there, will only few years until 
the county society will have good working library the service all the 
physicians the community. 

Any one who frequently visits the offices other physicians will struck 
with two facts. The average physician subscribes for comparatively few medical 
journals, and those journals which are taken are scanned when received and then 
use excepting for fire lighting. few physicians put them shelves sightly 
bindings, but their substance still far from accessible. certainly not 
should be. journals contain all that there isof medical progress. When 
one writes thesis treatise given subject searches the current 
literature for the progress that subject, and, therefore, when one wishes 
apply case the most approved, modern and up-to-date treatment should 
have some plan which can conveniently and expeditiously consult the most 
recent current medical literature. 

Let consider for moment the relation the medical library the 
community which live. This relation, course, entirely enveloped 
the medical man himself. The members the community expect when they 
call doctor for services that they will receive correct diagnosis the case, 
and that the case will receive the most approved treatment known the medical 
profession. see the responsibility which confronts the doctor assum- 
ing charge any one sick suffering. far fall short our practice 
furnishing our patient what expects? unreasonable his expecta- 
tions? fact, have taught him expect these things, and 
right expect them, what shall say ourselves when have failed keep 
with the latest methods, and disappointed? Have made every effort 
available? Have learned what the masters have teach the disease 
assume treat? Are able say that our diagnosis correct and our 
treatment appropriate the great teachers available our literature 
can teach make them? are shifting along with smattering 
knowledge which continually leading astray and filling the cemeteries with 
monuments which silently, but truly, commemorate our lack easily available 
knowledge? The people know something the medical schools their 
facilities and the medical books and their qualities and the medical journals 
and their progress. have made full use these agencies for perfecting 
our knowledge have just cause sorrow should fail meet the 
expectations patient. often plain that such effort securing 
has not been made. knowledge becomes more widely diffused, 
the people are more and more interested know whether are making full use 


the various agencies which will enable bring the sick child ailing 
mother the very best medical progress. should not rest satisfied with less. 
all know full well that the best none too good. 

The practical question which confronts all us, and especially those who 
have become busy the actual work every-day practice, how find the 
necessary time keep abreast the times. How new things diagnosis 
and treatment get before the members the profession? Medical progress begins 
with the experiments and observations and deductions individuals. These 
experiments and observations, with their practical suggestions, are usually first 
presented some medical society. They next appear the transactions such 
society and the medical journals. Here they are discussed the medical 
profession large and, they are worthy, they live and shortly find their way 
into our medical books. who depends medical books will always 
little behind the one who depends the current medical literature. may 
safer from trying unproved theories, but will miss the initial inspiration 
progress and will delayed accepting many new plan treatment 
method diagnosis. 

One the most pressing questions judgment, how make the 
great mass journal literature coming our desks available for daily use. 
Books and journals are the most important instruments the armamentarium 
any physician has some plan make them practically available. the 
other instrumentalities are insignificant compared with these. The practical 
every day question before is, how can get the most use out our medical 
They should properly shelved and the articles indexed some orderly and 
systematic plan and possible, the services trained librarian should 
available provide lists references. Even with the help indexes, compara- 
tively few have the training the patience, not say anything the time, 
seek out the references orderly and complete way. thinking medical 
library, probably think the great collection books and complete files 
journals. will ask you abandon for moment this idea and think 
the library the average doctor you have seen his collection out date 
and poorly used journals and then ask ourselves what can done. How can 
interest him medical literature and medical progress? How much could 
accomplished establishing small library connection with his county society? 
Think the influence having the monthly socicty meetings room contain- 
ing few hundred new books and twenty thirty first grade medical journals. 
certainly within the means almost every county medical society this 
and definite plan should developed those interested. Personally, 
believe the first should get the county society subscribe for twenty 
thirty first class medical journals. Second, these journals should placed 
the Public Library where all members can consult them and where under 
proper regulations, they are loaned physicians. Third, fund should 
subscribed for the purchase, properly appointed committee, least few 
books each year. soon this well under way, the will 
begin the recipient libraries and books friends, deceased colleagues 
and others. Fourth, trained librarian should charge available 
funds will permit. She should index the current medical literature, catalogue 
the books and look references for members. Fifth, the exchange should 
receive all duplicates exchange for needed books and journals. Every medical 


community which will follow such plan for few years will surprised 
looking back, how fast the collection has grown. these ways own county 
society, with membership only fifty, has accumulated nearly 3,000 volumes; 
has complete subject and author index for five years and dozen journals 
for fifteen years. have sought make this library live, active for 
good our daily work. this plan co-operative library work, each one can 
more work and better. Incidentally, this library one the most 
potent forces for maintaining the permanency and stability our society. 
real tangible property which has assumed earning value. These earnings are 
invested its members. try have each member contribute this plan 
and avail himself its help and influence. 

conclusion wish say that seems one the great practical 
problems before this society how organize practical working medical 
library part the equipment every county medical society. this end 
should inaugurate active campaign through the journals the American 
Medical Association and the Medical Library Association and the various state 
journals. should have the subject presented meetings and use every 
legitimate means impressing upon the profession the practical importance 
having each community medical library available all physicians 
equal footing. should keep the campaign until every public library the 
land has collection medical books and medical journals. 


NEWS ITEMS. 


Dr. Mason Knox will give any member the Association desiring 


the next the last edition the Encyclopedia Brittanica. The first ten pages 


each volume are missing. 


The Pittsburg Academy Medicine anxious procure volumes and 
Sir Richard Owen’s Lectures the Comparative Anatomy and Physiology 
the Vertebrate Animals, London, 1846. Any member having these among their 
duplicates and willing donate sell, will kindly notify the Exchange once. 


The Manager the Exchange wishes urge that all members make their 
wants known. With the best wish the world help impossible 
without the active cooperation those desiring aid. 

Help help you keeping posted your needs. have the 
equipment handle great deal more work than comes present and 
each member should make his immediate business keep busy. 
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print this number the Bulletin very important article 
Dr. Carl Black, Jacksonville, Illinois, the perusal which 
recommend every member the Association. subject 
county libraries one very great importance this country, and 
one that should taken the American Medical Association 
some very definite way: that Association now very close touch 
with the county organizations and great deal could accomplished 
following out some well matured plan action. Medical 
Library Association has already started the work but seems 
that belongs partly the National Society. There are many 
medical journals and many new books published that physician 
moderate means can hope purchase all that really needs. 
physician will, course, always have few the more important 
journals and his working library which needs from day day; 
but for occasional reference requires many books and many journals. 
Not only that, needs some one help find the articles wants, 
and possibly abstract such information may required. Each 
county society should supplied with good working library 
consisting the latest medical books and the more important journals. 
The older books and those historical interest will come donation 
and exchange. collection books without some one look after 
it, help the busy doctor, almost useless that competent 
librarian should obtained, and the librarian has sufficient leisure 
the articles the current journals can indexed that the 
physician any town the county can have his immediate 
disposal the latest information any given topic. 


“WANTS” FOR MEMBERS. 


Kindly notify the manager the Exchange once you can 
supply any the following: 
Amer. Jour. Obstet. no. 1874. 
Amer. Jour. Orthopedic 1903-04. 


Surg. 

American Journal 24, 1909, no. 25, 1909, no. 26, 1910, 
Physiology. 27, 1911, no. 

Annals Surg. 1-2, 7-16, 1888-1892. 


1910, no. 10. 
Archiv. Internal Med. 1909, no. 
Atlantic Med. Weekly. 1-3, 10, 1898, no. 15-26, date. 


Boston Med. Surg. 1-10, 1828-38; 21, 1840; 32-34, 1845-46; 
43-44, 1850-51. 


Brit. Journal Children’s July, 1911. 


Dis. 
1888. 
Bull. American Academy 1891; 1893, no. 1-6, 8-12; 
Journal 


7,12; v.3, 1884, no. 1885, no. 3-9; 
5-15, 1886-1896; 27, 1908 date. 
Gulf State Jour. Med. v.1-15; no.6; v.17, no. 
and Surg. 
Guy’s Hosp. Gazette. 22, no. 23, no. 555. 
Index Catalogue 1-13, 1880-92; 2nd. Ser. 1-3, 1896-98. 
Jour. Cutan. and Geniot- 25, 1907, date. 
Urin. Dis. 
Jour. Experimental Med. 1906, no. 13, 1911, no. 
Jour. Infectious Dis. 1906, no. 1910, no. 1911, no. 
Board Health. 14, no. index 7-18. 
Jour. Med. Research. 23, 1910, no. 
Jour. Nervous and 1-3, 6-7, 1879-1880; 15, 1888, no. 
Mental Dis. 1-2, 16, 1889, no. 23, 1896, no. 10; 
13, 15, 21, 1889, no. 24; 
1910, no. 12. 
Medical News. 29-37, 1871-1879. 
Medical Standard. v.19, no. 1-6, 20, no. 6-12; 
New York Med. 90, 1909, no. 91, 1910, no. 
Progressive Medicine. 1901-1903. 
Public Health 1879. 
and Papers Amer. 
Pub. Health 
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